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WHAT DOES THE CHRISTIAN  (NEW CREATION) LIFE LOOKS LIKE? 
 

1Thessalonians 5:12-22 
“Dear brothers and sisters, honor those who are your leaders in the Lord’s work. 
They work hard among you and give you spiritual guidance. Show them great 
respect and wholehearted love because of their work. And live peacefully with 
each other. Brothers and sisters, we urge you to warn those who are lazy. 
Encourage those who are timid. Take tender care of those who are weak. Be 
patient with everyone. See that no one pays back evil for evil, but always try to do 
good to each other and to all people. Always be joyful. Never stop praying. Be 
thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ 
Jesus. Do not stifle the Holy Spirit. Do not scoff at prophecies, but test everything 
that is said. Hold on to what is good. Stay away from every kind of evil.” 
1 Thessalonians 5:12-22 NLT 
 

1.  Respect those…over you in the Lord 
2. Live in peace with one another 
3. Warn those who are idle 
4. Encourage the timid 
5. Help the weak 
6. Be patient with everyone 
7. Always try to be kind 
8. Be joyful always 
9. Pray continually 
10. Give thanks in all circumstances  
11. Do not put out the Spirit’s fire 
12. Do not treat prophecies with contempt 
13. Test everything 
14. Hold on to the good 
15. Avoid every kind of evil 



 

“Paul knew that Christians need some basic exhortations or reminders about 
Christian life. Paul did not threaten to kick anyone out of the church if they failed 
to measure up—he simply gave commands that instructed them in the paths of 
faithfulness.” 
 
 

LIVING  BY THE SPIRIT 
 
The standards are high for the Christian. Though we are forgiven in advance for 
our sins (price already paid in full), the New Testament gives us plenty of 
commands. “We are not under the law, but neither are we lawless.” 
 
Though we are called to be free, we are not to abuse this freedom granted us 
from the law. 
 
Galatians 5:13-14 
“For you have been called to live in freedom, my brothers and sisters. But don’t 
use your freedom to satisfy your sinful nature. Instead, use your freedom to serve 
one another in love. For the whole law can be summed up in this one command: 
“Love your neighbor as yourself.”” 
Galatians 5:13-14 NLT 
 
       A.  Freedom comes with obligations, or else one person’s freedom would 
infringe on another’s. The entire law is summed up in one command—LOVE YOUR 
NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF! This summarizes our responsibility toward one another. 
 
       B.  Live by the Spirit -vs- gratifying the flesh 
 
       C.  Love one another -vs- self-centered ness 
 
       D. Sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit AND the Spirit what is 
contrary to the sinful  
            nature. 
 
RESULT—CONFLICT—Life does not always go smoothly—WE SOMETIMES SIN, 
EVEN THOUGH WE DO  
NOT WANT TO. 



 
HANDLING THE CONFLICT—We look to the Spirit, and the Spirit will develop in us 
the DESIRE and the STRENGTH to walk according to the commands of Christ. 
 
       A.  Romans 8:26-28 
“And the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness. For example, we don’t know what 
God wants us to pray for. But the Holy Spirit prays for us with groanings that 
cannot be expressed in words. And the Father who knows all hearts knows what 
the Spirit is saying, for the Spirit pleads for us believers in harmony with God’s 
own will. And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good 
of those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them.” 
Romans 8:26-28 NLT 
 
 
                                              NEW CREATIONS/FREE IN CHRIST/FORGIVEN 
 
NO LONGER UNDER THE LAW/JUDGEMENT  
 
ALL THAT MATTERS IS FAITH EXPRESSING ITSELF THROUGH LOVE. 
 
       A.  Galatians 5:6 
“For when we place our faith in Christ Jesus, there is no benefit in being 
circumcised or being uncircumcised. What is important is faith expressing itself in 
love.” 
Galatians 5:6 NLT 
 
 
                                                     UNLOVING BEHAVIORS AND ATTITUDES 
 
Galatians 5:19-21 
“When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, the results are very clear: 
sexual immorality, impurity, lustful pleasures, idolatry, sorcery, hostility, 
quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambition, dissension, division, 
envy, drunkenness, wild parties, and other sins like these. Let me tell you again, as 
I have before, that anyone living that sort of life will not inherit the Kingdom of 
God.” 
Galatians 5:19-21 NLT 



 
NKJ “Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, 
uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, 
outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, 
drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also 
told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the 
kingdom of God.” 
Galatians 5:19-21 NKJV 
 
 
Sexual immorality/Adultery—any activity (in the realm of sexuality), that lies 
outside a marriage relationship, and biblically, a marriage relationship is defined 
as one man and one woman. 
 
Impurity/Uncleanness—A state of having been corrupted—that which will 
prevent one from entering the presence of God. 
 
Debauchery—excessive indulgence in sensual pleasures—behaviors involving sex, 
drugs, alcohol, etc. 
 
Idolatry—The sin of the mind against God—one enslaved to the depraved ideas 
his or her idols represent 
 
Sorcery—Signifies the use of medicine, drugs, spells—witchcraft—appeals to the 
power of the occult—efforts to impress the applicant with the power and 
resources of the sorcerer. 
 
Hatred—Intense dislike or ill will—resentment —prejudiced hostility 
 
Contentions—A struggling together in opposition; strife, competition, strife in 
debate; dispute, controversy 
 
Jealousies—resentment against a rival or another’s success or advantage; mental 
uneasiness from suspicion or fear of rivalry 
 
Outbursts of Wrath—To lose control of emotions; caused by anger, losing one’s 
patience, injustice, worrying about personal problems ( refrain from such) 



 
Selfish Ambitions—Opposite of care and concern for the well-being of others; all 
about self 
 
Dissensions—Lack of agreement or harmony; state of non-agreement or 
harmony—antagonism, fractiousness leading to quarreling 
 
Heresies—Belief or opinion contrary to orthodox (Christian) doctrine or beliefs; 
that which is at odds or contrary to what is generally accepted (Truth) 
 
Envy—feelings of discontentment or resentment aroused by what others may 
have or perceptions of advantage 
 
Murders—physical act, emotional thinking, or verbal assassination of character 
 
Drunkenness—State of being intoxicated; that which alters the normal condition 
of a person and reduces his or her capacity for rational action or conduct 
 
Revelries—living loud and noisy as the result of drinking large amounts of alcohol 
 
       A.  Drunk on Power 
       B.  Drunk with Pride 
 
And The Like—All-inclusive/Catch-all 
 
 
 


